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REAR ADMIRAL HAROLD CARLION FITZ, |
,UNITED_STATES_NAVY,_RETIBED_' '

Harold Carlton Pitz was born in Somerville, Massachusetts, on
February 17, 1898, and was appointed to the U. 8, Naval ficademy,
Annapolis, Maryland, from the Ninth District of his native state
in 1916, While a Midshipmen he served during World War I, Gradu-

~ated with credit and commissioned Ensign in June 1919, with the
Class of 1920, he attained the rank of Captain to date- from June
18, 1942, fransferred to the Retired List of the Navy, on Juns 30,
1949, he was advanced to the grade of Rear Admiral.

After graduation from the Academy in June 1919, he 'served
consecutively in the USS ZEPPELIN (ex-German ship in transport ser-
vice), the USS ROCHESTER, and the Us$ PRUITT until June 1922, Fol-
lowing instruction at the Naval Torpedo Station, Newport, Rhode Is-
land, he served in the USS NEVADA from January 1923 until May 1925,
and in the USS DOYEN the following years. ‘ :

Tn July 1926 he reported for duty as_Assistant—District Com-
munication Officer, Sixth Naval District, Charleston, South Carolina,
and later became District Communication Officer, with additional E
duty as Inspector—Instructor,,Naval Reserve Communications, and
also commanded the Waval Radio Stations within the 5ixth Naval Dis-
trict, Detached from that assignment in June 1928 he returned to
soa the following month in the USS OGLALA, In Junc 1929 he was 7
assigned additional duty as . Squadron Radio officer and LHide on the 3
staff of the Commander, Mine Squadron ONE, Control Force, and from ‘
Bovember 1930 until April- 1951 gerved as Alde and Flog Iicutenant’
on the staff of Commander, Mine Bquadron ONE, U. 8. Fleet.

In May 1931 he reported to the Naval Unit, Edgcwood Arsenal,
Edgewood, Maryland, for instruction in chemical warfaorc., He was
assigned in June to the office of the Judge Advocate General, Navy
Department, Washington,.D. C., completing & postgraduate course of
instructiorn in law under the gupervision of that Officc at Harvard
University Law School, Cawbridge, Massachusetts, wherc he received

. nis degree in law in 1934, T

Upon. completion of his instruction he was assignod to the
battleship TEXAZ- from July until December 1934, after which he com-
manded the USS MONOCACY, operating on Yangtze Patrol, from February
1935 until April 1936, . Transferred to duty as Gunnery Officer of
the cruiser AUGUSTA, flagship of the Commander in Chief, Asiatic E
Fleet,;he.was‘detached from that duty in June 1937 and rcturned to
the' United States, reporting in Saptember.1937 for auty ia the Of-
fice of the: Judge Advocafe Goneral, Navy Deportment. Ho joined the |
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[IRK ARIZONA in April 1939, gerving as her Navigator fof et year.:

. On April 8, 1941, he assumed command of the USS- WARRINGTON,
serving in command of that destroyer until Decenber &, 1941, the
day following the outbreak of World War IT. On December 20, 1941,
he assumed duty as Commander, Destrb?er'Division.TWENTYFFIVE, which
operated with Task Force TWENTY-FOUR, from March 1942, For his
services in that command, which extended to Junc 5, 194k, he re-
‘ceived a Letter of Commendgtion, withfauthorization to wear the Com-.
‘mendation Ribbon, from the Secretary=of-the_NaVy,;for ¢conyoy opera-

tions in- the North Atlantic during the early stagss of the war, and

was awarded the'BrOnze Star.Me@a1_fﬁrxsimilar_operationsduring 1942,

He had duty’at-ﬁeaQQuarters,_Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet,

botween Juns and October 1944, when he was ordered to duty with
the Pacific Fleet. Upon reporting-Qn;octqbar-ﬁo,'lgua, he assumed
conmand of the;USS'SANTA.FE.and-underths comend,,that crulser :
- participated in the fast carrier strikes on Formosa,-Okinawa,‘de
 Jima, and in the South China Sea, On.March 19, 1945, when the. US5. R

FRANKLIN was struck, the SANTA FE went alongside twice Lo remove - B
moye than eight.hundréd men,nany of them wounded, ond hielped to
fight fires on that carrier; yhich was severely damdge by an enemy
attack off Kyushu,

Operating alongside the burning FRANKLIN the SANTA FE for

- .more than two hours atded in the evacuation of men, who stepped

from the flaming decks of the big carrier to the safety of the SANTA
¥E, She first circled, came along the dtarbonrd side, and recelved
wounded by gangway and makeshift mailbag brecches-buoys for forty
five minutes until forced to cast off from the papidly drifting
FRANKLIN, Then he brought the SANTA FE up to the FRANKLIN at

twenty five knots, gave her a hard right rudder and backed full

on both engines, stopping dead in the water a few fget off the

FRANKLIN for a perfect approach, a feab characterized by the Com-
manding Officer of the FRANKLIN}&S.V& most daring plece of seamsn-

R Passing hose lines to the carricrts forward decl: and pouring
- water on the plazing flight deck, men from the SANTA FE, with those
of theFRANKLIN, brought the flames under control, "For cxtraordin-
ary heroism..........;" on that oecasion, hc wos avarded the Navy
Cross, and for services in command of the SANTA FE prior to and
after this rescue migsion he was awvarded the Legion of Merit,

Rolieved of command of the SANTA FE on Octobor 17, 1945, he

reportédraS'thef of
Cruiser-Destroyers, .

Staff and Aide on the gtaff of Commander,
Pacific fleet, He continued in thotl dubty
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antil December 1045, when he transferred to the staff of the Com-
mander in Chief, Us; B, Pacific Fleet. While in that assignment he
nad additional duty in the Office of the Naval Inspector, Navy De-
partment, Washington, D, C. TFrom April 1946 until he was trans-

 ferred to the Retired List, June 30, 1949, he sepyved as Chief of
staff and Aide to the Commandant, First Naval District, Boston,
Massachusetts. . - . o S

“the Legion‘of Morit, the Bronze

In addition to the Navy Cross,
Rear Admiral Fitz has the

star Medal and the Commendation Ribbon, ‘
World War I Victory Medal, Atlantic Fleet Clasp (USS RIODE TSLAND) ;
the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp (USS WARRINGTON), the
Asisbic-Pacific Campaign Médal with four bronze stars, the World

War IT Victory Medal, and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon. He has
also béen'awarded,the Ordﬁr;ﬁf;t@e.Eritish Brapire (ronlz of Cormander )
from the Government of Great Britain, - '

8 March 1950,






